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A LIFE BEYOND CREATIVE 
BOUNDARIES 

Born on 6 October 1961 in Tienen, Belgium, Luc Maria René Van Acker is a musician, 

singer, songwriter, producer and visual artist whose creative journey spans nearly 

five decades. An influential figure in Belgium's experimental music scene and the 

international industrial music movement, he has pursued an artistic path defined by 

independence, curiosity and a refusal to be confined to any single discipline. 

While his music has reached audiences around the world, his visual work tells 

another, less familiar story. Behind the public career lies an extensive collection of 

paintings, drawings and artistic experiments, developed over decades and largely 

kept away from public view. 

  

EARLY EXPLORATIONS 

Luc's interest in visual expression dates back to his youth. Drawings and paintings 

from as early as 1977 reveal an emerging fascination with unusual figures, 

expressive forms and unconventional compositions. 

His artistic development took him to Sint-Lukas in Brussels and PHL Arts in Hasselt, 

where he further explored his visual language. These early works offer a glimpse 

into the imagination of a young artist already forging his own creative identity, long 

before music would bring him international recognition. 

By the early 1980s, Luc had become part of Belgium's adventurous post-punk and 

electronic music scene. Working independently, he began recording and releasing 

his own material, developing an approach that combined experimental sounds with 

an instinctive sense of melody and rhythm. 
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FROM BELGIUM TO THE 
INTERNATIONAL STAGE 

In 1984, Luc released his solo album The Ship, which included Zanna, his celebrated 

collaboration with Anna Domino. The song became one of his best-known 

recordings and has remained part of Belgium's musical landscape, inspiring later 

interpretations by other artists. 

His career took an international turn in 1985 when he joined forces with Richard 23 

of Front 242 and Al Jourgensen of Ministry to form Revolting Cocks. 

The group's provocative performances and uncompromising combination of 

electronic music, industrial rhythms and rock helped establish it as an influential 

name within the emerging industrial music scene. 

Luc contributed to the band's first three studio albums, Big Sexy Land (1986), Beers, 

Steers & Queers (1990) and Linger Ficken Good (1993), as well as the live album Live! 

You Goddamned Son of a Bitch. 

His musical activities also included Shriekback, collaborations with Arbeid Adelt! and 

numerous other projects that connected Belgium's experimental music scene with 

an international network of musicians and producers. 

Throughout his career, Luc has continued to explore different musical directions, 

moving between electronic experimentation, industrial music, alternative rock and 

more melodic compositions. 
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ANOTHER CREATIVE UNIVERSE 

Alongside this public musical career, Luc continued to develop his visual art. 

Painting and drawing were never simply an alternative to music or a later change of 

direction. They formed a parallel means of expression, allowing him to explore 

ideas, images and materials without the expectations associated with his musical 

identity. 

His work encompasses a striking variety of subjects and approaches. Abstract 

compositions, imaginary characters, unconventional portraits, landscapes and 

intricate patterns coexist within an extensive body of work. 

Colour frequently plays a central role, sometimes exuberant and playful, sometimes 

restrained or unsettling. Textures, overlapping forms and unexpected details invite 

the viewer to look beyond the immediate image. 

Rather than pursuing a recognisable signature style, Luc appears to embrace the 

freedom to experiment, change direction and follow whatever captures his 

imagination. 

 

ART BEYOND THE PUBLIC EYE 

Despite his international musical reputation, Luc's visual work remained relatively 

unknown. Over the years, he continued producing paintings and drawings, building 

an extensive personal archive without systematically presenting it to the public. 

Occasional exhibitions offered glimpses into this other side of his creativity. 

In 2012, his work was presented at Hartmonk in Dendermonde, followed by an 

exhibition at CC De Kruisboog in his hometown of Tienen in 2013. 

In 2026, he participated in Where Art Meets Sound in Ronse, bringing his visual work 

before a new audience. 

These exhibitions represent only a small part of an artistic activity that has 

continued for decades. 
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OPENING THE ARCHIVE 

With the creation of LVA-ART in 2026, Luc Van Acker is gradually opening his 

personal archive and making selections from his extensive visual work accessible to 

a wider audience. The project brings together artworks from different periods, 

beginning with his earliest known creations from 1977 and continuing through to 

the present day. 

 

Each collection offers a glimpse into a particular moment of his creative journey. 

Together, they reveal the remarkable breadth of an artist whose visual imagination 

has evolved independently of trends, expectations or commercial considerations. 

The works currently presented represent only a fraction of the archive. As more 

paintings and drawings are documented and digitised, additional collections will 

become available. 

 

LVA-ART is not simply a retrospective. It is an ongoing discovery of a creative world 

that has existed, largely unseen, for almost fifty years.  

 

For those familiar with Luc Van Acker through his music, it offers an opportunity to 

encounter another dimension of his artistic personality. For others, it is an 

introduction to an imaginative, unpredictable and remarkably prolific visual artist. 

 

One artist. Many forms of expression. A lifetime of exploration. 
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SELECTED EXHIBITIONS 

2026   ·   Where Art Meets Sound, Ronse, Belgium 

 

2013   ·   CC De Kruisboog, Tienen, Belgium 

 

2012   ·   Hartmonk, Dendermonde, Belgium 

 
 
 


